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LECTURE SERMON. 


BY REV. HOSEA BALLOU. 

[Although long articles are sometimes 
tiresome in periodicals, yet we trust the 
following will continue to be interesting 
and instructive to the end ] 


“¢ Verily, verily, Isay unto thee, except a 
man be bern again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of Ged.'--John it. 3. 

The opivion which christian people gen- 
erally hold respecting this subject of new 
birth, you oll understand as well, perhaps 
as itcan be explained; for they them- 
selves ackno » ledge that it is so mysterious 
that reason and the commen powers of 
mar ’s understanding can have no just views 
of the subject. It is believed that this néw 
birth isa certain ehange wrought in the 
neture of man, instantaneously convertinp 
ject from nature to grace, as the 
terms are which are used to signify this in- 
visible work inman. The moment this 
operaticn is effected the subject is a new 
creature. Whereas before he was an heir 
of wrath,he is now a child of grace ; 
whereas before he was exposed to the ev- 
erlasting torments of hell, he is new quite 
out of danger of this sert, and secure for- 
ever. 

Though the most profound divines are 
altogether incapable of describing the ope- 
ration of this mysterious change, they are 
well acquainted with the travail of the mind 
before and after it takes place. 

Before one is bern again, he must have 
certain views of the state he is in, and be 
exercised with certain horrors aud feartul 
apprehensions. He must view himself 
such a sinner, by nature as to deserve ev- 
erlasting tormenis. He mustsee the jus- 
tice of Ged in sending him to endless mis- 
and some say, he must be willing to 
He must be 
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ZO to this state of torment. 


exercised with indiscribable fears and hor- 
rors,and feel himself sinking under the 
wrathof Almighty God. These fears and 
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horrors, when they have increased to the 
highest possible point, cause the subject to 
cry out for mercy, like as one thrown from 
a precipice gives a shriek. In a moment 
hellis out of sight, all fear is gone, glory 
and delight are kindled up in the soul, no 
wrath is now seen in God, Jesus the Sav- 
iour smiles with ineffable grace, and the 
whole scene is changed. 

It is allowed, however, that there are 
various operations, and that some are car- 
ried through stronger and more sensible ex- 
ercises than others. And it is believed 
that many pass this great and important 
change without knowing it. They know 
that they have certain exercises of mind, 
but do not know that they are born again. 
Itis customary, however, to submit to an 
examination by the minister, and some or 
allof thechurch, to which the subject pro- 
poses to join, they examine the state of the 
soul, and pass their judgment. Ifin favor 
of the subject’ s having been born again, all 
is well, and the rea receives the can- 
didate ; but if not, if the account be not 
satisfactory, the candidate is rejected, and 
itis a rare casethatsuch ever again make 
any pretensions to regeneration. 

Let us now examine these new born chil- 
dren of grace. How do they differ from 
other people, or from what they had been? 
It is contended that their nature is changed 
thata radical metamorphose is effected, 
that difference is such as justifies the belief 
that the person in the state they were for- 
merly in, was justly deserving endless mis- 
ery, but now a lawful heir of everlasting 
life. 

My friends, we are acquainted with ma- 
ny of these people, we have lived in socie- 
iv with them as long as we have lived, 
Now the question is, how do they differ 
from other people ? Will it be said that we 

should do wrong to inquire concerning the 
caaracters and conduct of our religious 
neighbors? We reply,the enquiry is by 
no means designed to operate uncharitablyv 
tewards any, butthe subjectis toe impor- 
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todismiss without a capdid investiza- 
ion. Itis pretended that there are two 
issses of people, one class are heaven- 
born and heaven bound, the other class are 
the children of the devil, and are hastening 
to their fathers kingdom of darkness 
and misery ; that we ali belong to one or 
the other of these classes ; that those who 
profess to be born again, and who belong 
to christian churches, are the children of 
God, and that those who do not, belong to 
the other class. 

New we enquire to know the difference. 
T ere is none in regard to all natural things 
Bott: classes are alike in respect to every 
thing visible.—Those who teil us that thev 
are born again, live on the 
food, drivk the same kind of drink, breathe 
o same airas others do, and appear to 

sleep like other people, or as they did be- 
fore ‘they were born again. ‘The body then 
is the samein both classes. The difference 
must be in their minds. But what differ- 
ence is there in their minds? You are ac- 
quainted with both classes, what difference 
do you discover? Let candor be exercised 
on this question. Do we discover any more 
of what we are informed are heavenly prin- 
ciples in those who say they are born a- 
gain, than in others ? ‘Are they more hon- 
est, more just, more merciful, more ready 
to forgive an injury, more hasttable to the 
por and needy ; do they appear to be des 
titute of pride, ot resentment, of hy poe ris\. 
deceit, 0! any disposition to over reac’ 
in bargains ; can you trade with them w.ih 
less caution than with others? Ifyoupl.a 
you may compare those who make the gre - 
test pretensions to this new and holy nature 
with the unregenerate scribes, pharistes 
and religious people amoiy the Jews, in 
the days of Jesus on earth, andl endeavor 
to ascertain the difference. These protes- 
sors now suppose that those unr generat 
jews are now In hell, because they were not 
bern again in this life ; but expect to be in 
heaven themselves, in a few days more, be- 
cause they have had this great change. 
Now compare them. What is the difter- 
ence? ‘Those Jews believed that they 
were the favorites of heaven, so do these; 
those condemned sinners to everlasting 
wrath, so do these ; those were highly in- 
censed against Jesus because he was a 
friend to publicans and sinuers, these are 
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offended at the same thing ; those believed 
that God loved them and abhorred others, 
so do these ; those persecuted those who 
were notof their persuasion,so do these; 
those said all manner of evil against those 
who believed 2nd propagated the love of 
God to sinners,so do these. Now, my 
brethren what is the difference. 

If you please you may compare these 
new born people with the unregenerate Ma- 
hometans ; what isthe moral difference? 
The Mahometans believe that God 
them and hates the Christians, these be- 
lieve that God loves them and hates the 
Mahometans ; and they reciprocals 
each other to eternal wrath. The y both 
agree that they can enjoy heaven hereafter 
without the company of each other; each 
expect tobe mace eternally happy, while 
the other is eternally miserable. The 
new born sons are desirous to convert eve- 
ry body to their creed, and soare the Ma- 
hometans. 

After pursuing this enquiry to any rea- 
sonable lengt!), the fact is, it results in no- 
thing more favorable to these high 
ders, than to allow them a common 
mong mankind. kt wil, being 
with candor aud charit 
human beings just about cna 
rest, with the excepucn of whatis peculiar 
to Superstiti mn, which is always inclined to 
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ise ssors, 
in common life, lke 
are,in all respects, 
ght to be; and this 1s the 

se with many who no pretcnsions 
io this new birth. Others are what we abl 
ought to endeavor not to be, and the same 
may be said of those wio make no proles- 
sion. ‘Lhis conclusion is made as the fee 
sultof many vears enquiry and cercful obe 
servation, concerning men and Pee preten- 
sions. 

From what has been said, we conclude 
that wrong notions conce ming the new 
birth have been entertained in the church, 
and that these errors have led to unhappy 
consequences, making some bigoted and 
censorious, and tending to iead others to 
despair of the favor of heaven, because they 
had not passed through this unaccountable 
and mysterious change. 
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We may now ask why this passage of 
scripture should be so construed as to dis- 
prove the doctrine of the grace of God to 
all mankind?) Let this new birth mean 
whatever it may, there is no intimation in 
the the text orits connexion, that all men 
may not be born again. 

If this new birth can be brought about by 
human agency, then it would seem that all 
men may be born again? and if not—ifthis 
new birth is wholly the work of God, cer- 
tainly God is as abie to produce this change 
in all menasinone. And if this change 
be necessary in order for man tobe received 
into everlasting happiness in the eternal 
world, and if God be an impartial being, 
no doubt he will in this way prepare us all 
for that state of bliss. 

But. says the hearer, do you er do you 
not believe in the necessity of the new 
birth ? we answer, we do most sincerely 
believe the words of our saviour to Nicode- 

nus—** Lxcept 2 man be born again, he 
‘annot see the kingdom of God.” 

That we may understand this subject, 
et us 

Ist. Inqure what the saviour meant by 
be kin gdoam of God ; and 

2d. Whathe meant by being born a- 

ie which the subject may see this 
ingdom. 

By the kingdom of God, we think, the 
saviour meant the gospel which he preach- 
d, with all its principles and blessings to 
nankind. ‘The following passages sup- 
ort this sentiment: Mat. xu. 28. “ But if 
cast out devils by the spirit of God, then 
be kingdom of God is come unto you ;” 
‘xi.31. ** Verily Isay unto you, that the 
public ra and the harlots £0 into the king- 
lom of God before you ; " 4. 

ay I unto you, 


ringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
hese passages, it seems that the Saviour 
ntended to inform the religious Jews, that 





‘ Therefore | 
the kingdom - God shall | 
ye taken trom you, and given unte a nation | 


By | 


1c came to therm with the gospel kingdom, t 


but that th ey re insert to enter into it, 
that publicans and barlots would more wil- 
lingly receive it that they; and that on 
their rctusing 1%, it weuld be given to the 
gentites, who rg reccive itand obey its 
Jaws. Mark i. 15, ** Now hag that 
Johp was putin hi: ison, Jesus can.e into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of he king- 


but | 


dom of God, asifa man should cast seed 
into the ground; and should sleep and 
rise night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 
For the earth bringeth forth fruit of her- 
self; first the blade, then the ear, after 
that the full cornin the ear.”—“ And he 
said, whereuuto shallI liken the kingdom 
of God? or with what comparison shall we 
compare it? IJtislike a grain of mustard 
seed, which when it was sown in the earth, 
is less than all the seeds that be in the earth 
but when it is sewn it groweth up, and be- 
cometh greater than all ‘erbs, that the 
fowls of the atr may lodge under the shad- 
ow of it. Luke xvi. 16, “ the !aw and the 
prophets were until John, since that time 
the kingdom of God is preached, and eve- 
ry man passeth into it; xvii, 20. 21, 
** And when he was demandec of the phar- 
tsees when the kingdom of God should 


| come, he answered them, the kingdom of 


God cometh not with observation. Nei- 
ther shall they say,lo here; or lo there! for 
behold the kingdom of God is within you.’ 
Mat. xii. 33, “ Another parable spake he 
unto them. T ne kingdom ot heaven,is like 
unto leavea which a woman took & hid 
in three measures of meal,till che whole was 
leavened.” Rom.xiv.17, “For the kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink; but right- 
eousness and peace,and joy in the holy 
Ghost.” 1 Cor.iv. 20,“ Forthe kingdom 
of God is net in word, but in power.” 
Theseand many more passages which 
might be quoted, very plainly shew that the 
gospel dispensation, its laws, its require- 
ments, its joys and its peace, are signified 
by the kingdora of God or the kingdom of 
heaven. And itis worthy of notice, that 
the forerunner of Jesus preached, saying 
repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand; and that Jesus and his disciples 
preached in the same manner. 

Our next inquiry will be directed to 
know what preparation was necessary in 
order to introduce the pharisees among the 
Jews into this kingdom. Nicodemus was 
one of the rulers of the Jews, and no doubt 
a religious character. He acknowledged 
that Jesus was a teacher come from God, 
but it seems he did not understand the spt- 
ritand nature of the Gospei and doctrine 
which he taught. Now when Jesus said 
to this Jew, “ Excenta man be bora arsia 
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he cannot see the kingdom of God,” there 
can be no reasonable doubt that he meant a 
change of sentiments and opinions, of 
views and of feelings, was necessary to 
take place in himin order fer him to re- 
ceive, and enter into the kingdom of God, 
so great and seentire, as to be suitably 
represented by being born again. 

But the idea of a radical change of nature 
is by nomeans admissible. Nature is the 
same before birthas it is afterward. But 


as the new born child is born to the visi- | 


bility of the light of the natural world, so 
is one who is converted from the errors of 
superstition, whether Jew or Gentile, to 
the light of the glerious gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

This change, this new birth, is effected 
in the rational powers and faculties of man 
by means of information, which operate to 
change the sentiments, and to remove the 
errors ef the mind, and of course to change 
the affections of the heart. 

The nature of this new birth is signified 
by the following scriptures ; See Mark x. 
15—“ Verily I say unto you, whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he shall not enter therein.” In 
the place where our text is recorded, Jesus 
said, “* Except a man be born of water and 
the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.” Water is used for cleansing.and 
it is the spirit that quickeneth ; but water 
does not change the nature of the thing 
which it cleanses, and what the spirit 
quickens is that whichis cleansed by the 
water. Now, itisevident that the water 
which cleanses men is the word of truth, 
or the testimony of the gospel, and the spi- 
rit that quickens is the spirit of love and 
peace, which a knowledge of ivine truth 
kindles and wakes up in the soul. We 
read of this birth in John i. 12. 13,“ But as 
many as receive him, to them gave he pew- 
er to become the sons of God, even te them 
that believe on his name ; which were born 
net of bloed, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.” By 
this it appears that a belief in the word or 
doctrine of Christ preduces this birth, 
which is attributed not to the will of man 
butof God. 1 John v. 1, ‘ Whosoever 


believeth that Jesus is the Christ is bern of 
God.” 1 St. Peter i. 22, &c. “ Seeing ye 
have purified your souls in obeying the 
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truth through the spirit unto the unfeigned 
love of the brothren, see that ye love one 
another with pure hearts fervently. Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 


| incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
| liveth and abideth forever. 
_as grass, and allthe glory of man as the 
| flower of grass, the grass withereth, and 
_ the flower thereof falleth away; but the 


For all flesh is 


word ol the Lord endureth forever. And 


| this is the word which by the gospel is prea- 


ched unto yon.” To these representations 
we add the words of St. Paul, Col. 1. 13. 
“Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath trsnslated us into the 
kingdem of his dear son.” 

When all these scriptures are put togeth- 
er, and when they are carefully and ration- 
ally considered, it appears that their true 
meaning signifies the conversion of men 
from false doctrines to the true knowledge 
of God, from the spirit of errer to the spirit 
oftruth. We cannot conceive of any thing 
so misterious and unaccountable as the 
changing the nature of man in a moment, 
and making him a being different in nature 
from what he was before. —But wecan rea- 
sonably believe that by eing instructed, by 
being brought to the knowledge of the na- 
ture and spirit of the gospel of God’s un- 
changable love to mankind, not only differ- 
ent views, but different feelings and affec- 
tions are realized in the mind. 





« °Tis education forms the commen mind ; 
“ Just as the twig is bent the tree’s inclin’d.” 


If we look at the superstit’ous pharisees 
among the Jews, we shal find that their ed- 
ucatien was such astorender them most 
inimical to the gospel of Jesus. They 
vainly fancied that they were righteous, 
that their rites, traditions and formularie 
were all well pleasing to Gad, and that Je- 
sus and his disciples, because they did net 
conform to their way, were the worst of 
men,and the doctrine they preached the 
most abominable of heresies. They verily 
believed that God hated all such perverse, 
and wicked beings, and they were of the 
same temper, they hated Jesus, they hated 
nis apostles, they hated the gospel. Un- 
derall these circumstances, under the pon- 
derous weignt of all their traditions we 
mav easily conceive how hard it was for 
them to receive and acknowledge Jesus 
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and his testimony ; and how impossible it 
was, while covered with such thick dark- 
ness, for them to see or enter into the 
kingdom of God, which is the gospel of 
his grace. 

Or. if we contemplate the state of the 
gentiles, a people educated in the grossest 


idolatry, and in the habit of serving their | 


many gods ina manner shocking to hu- 
manity, we can conceive at once how hard 
it was for them to turn from their dumb i- 
dols to serve the living God. 

There 1s notrecorded in history perhaps 
a more remarkable case of the conversion 
ofan individual, than we have of the con- 
version «f St. Pan]. Now, there can be no 
doubt, but this man passed through what 
our Saviour meant by being horn apain ; 
and in fact, our christian peopie, who make 
this aew birth such a mystery, all ackuow- 
ledge that St. Paul was really born again. 
But let us humbly ask the question, if this 
child of grace ever gave sucha relation a- 
bout being born again as eur young con- 
verts do in these times ? 

We are knowing to what our traditions 
have established, and we have heard con- 
verts relate that they saw the justice of 
God in their everlasting condemnation, 
have felt the most tormenting fears of be- 
ing cast into hell, and have been brought 
to realize the pesitive certainty of such a 
state hereafter. But my triends, do you 
read any thing like all this in the several ac- 
counts of St. Paul’s conversion ? Ne; cer- 
tainly he gave no such relation. Nor is 
thereany such relation recorded in the 
scriptures of the exercise of any, who were 
converted to christianity. 

These frightful stories and terrible rep- 
resentafions are brougit into fashion for a 
certaip purpose, which superstition can 
better promote by such means, than by sim- 
ple honest truth. 

Our object may be represented by those 
chatiges which sometimes take place in the 
minds of men respecting political govern- 
ments. 

If we cast our minds back to the time 
when these states were under the British 
government, we find a people, who notwith- 
Standing they had a strong sense and love 
of liberty, were educated in the monarchi- 
al System, and had many predilections 10 
faver of a kingly government. And when 








the full time had come fora new system 
to be introduced, and a few enlightened po- 
liticians heldly stepped forward to point 
out the corruption of monarchy, and the 
oppressions it was meditating to fix on the 
people in all future time, and to call the at- 
tention of Aimericans to the true system of 
political liberty, and a reresentative gov- 
ernment, the titaes presented may features 
similar to those when the gospel was first 
propagated in the world. 

In one view of the great subject, the 
Saviour said, ** Think not thatl am come 
to send peace on earth; I came not to send 
peace, but asword. For I am come to set 
aman at variance against his father, and 
the daughter agains: her mother, and the 
daughter in law against the mother in law. 
And a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
househeld.” So was itin the trying day 
when a nation was to be born again, pelit- 
cally speaking. Such were the views of 
many, and suchtheir love for the distinc. 
tions of manarchy, for the difference of the 
high and low, that they had rather part 
with any thing else, than to part with treir 
notions of king, of lor, and the trappings 
of monarchy. To such it might have beea 
said, that unless they were born again they 
could not enter ito the system of liberty, 
and the rights of man. 

What an amazing change was effected 
in the minds of the people in the times to 
which we allude. ‘this change may very 
justly be called a politica) regeneravion. 
The sentiments of men were change, their 
habits broken up, their minds became en- 
lightened, and the country emerged fro: 
political darkness to light, and from tie 
power and dominion of monarchy to thie 
system of rational iiverty and indepenu- 
ence. 

If we read the history of the reformation 
from popery, we shali find a striking 
blance to our subject. Por a toug u 
there had been hit up 
another, which shiaing throug vhe «. 
clouds oi popish superstition aud ccciesias- 
tical tyrauny, seemed to promise reforas ; 
but asit fared with the prophets of oui, oo 
did ithappen vo these first protest » 
when the tullteme came for tue Werk to 
commence im earnest, aud to be Carries ca 
with success, when Lotaer rose Lke v uyat 
in adark place, then did the wo.n vi eccic- 
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siastical regeneration begin. Buthow was 
it opposed by the powers of the Church. 
How difficult was it fora people who had 
been educated in that dark system of super- 
ftitionto enter into the kingdom of this 
new order of things. How great was the 
changeand how difficult to be effected. 
This was a regeneration in the affairs of the 
church, and men’s minds had to undergo 
nosmall change to relinquish these rela- 
tions to popery, and take up their connex- 
ions with the reformed church. 

Similar observationsand remarks might 
be made respecting the dissenters from the 
episcopal church ; and also respecting 
more modern dissenters from the presby- 
terian and congregational communions. 

But my friends, the work of reg¢ neration 
is not yet finished in this world; the ne- 
cessity of men’s being born again, still con- 
tinues. The decline of the church was 
gradual, from its primative purity ; it went 
down step by step; one corruption after 
another was introduced and sanctioned as 
orthodox; and it must be regenerated in 
the same manner by degrees; and every 
step w nich 3 is taken is a new birth and we 
pray for regular pains and safe deliverance! 

The present dav seems no way dissim- 
ilar to former periods. The gospel, as 
Jesus proclaimed it, a system of impartial 
love and salvaticn to the world, is now per- 
forming the miracle of regeneration, and 
thousands are born again from the partial 
systems and creeds of the church, to the 
acknowledgment of the universal meicy and 
grace of Zion’s king. These times present 
us the same svmptoms of moral disorder as 
all past times of reformation experienced. 
He that is born after the flesh persecutes 
him that is born afier the spirit. Purtiality 

is partiality, whether in Jew, Greek, Ro- 
man Cutholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Jongrepgationalist, Baptist, or any other 
‘ect or denomination. And theugh the 
jew and the Gentile may widely disagree, 
ney will unite to persecute Jesus and his 
loctrine. Though Herod and Pilate were 
‘nemies, they were friends when Jesus 
‘Ome to dic. 

It is but a few days since we saw certain 
denominations, now among us, at the great- 
est distance one from another, holding no 
kind of fellowship; but now made friends, 


have joined hanc's to put down this mon- 
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' strous heresy, which threatens to deluge 


ur country Ww ith the belief that the Father 
of mur spirits is good unto all, and that his 


, tender mercies are over allhis works! Te 


these people we say, us Jesus said to Nic- 
odemus, ** Except a man be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. ” The 
Jews said that Jesus was a Samaritan, and 
had a devil; they said he was a friend to 
publicans and sinners. My brethren, we 
have just such Jews now, and justsuch a 
friend to publicans and sinners. 

Having extended the illustrations of our 
subject as far as the present opportunity 
will justify, let us endeavour to profit by a 
few reflections designed to improve our 
Christian graces. 

You will recollect the many exhortations, 
which the Saviour gave to his disciples, 
and which the apostles used to inciie Lelie- 
vers to stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ had roede them free. It 1s not e- 
nough that we are born again, that we have 
passed from death unto life, we must con- 
duct ourselves as the children of God, we 
must obey the laws of this new kirgdom in- 
to which we areborn. ‘The Law, the su- 
preme law of king Emmaouel, is impartial 
love to all mankind, 1t requires that we do 
to others as we would that they should do 
tous; and we are to measure to all men as 
we are willing to receive. 


This is the law, and this the rule of the 
kingdom. And if we know that we are 
not conformed to these requirements, Jet 
us listen to the voice of our Redeemer, who. 
says, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
isat hand. 


This kingdom isa realm of light, fhere- 
fore we must let our light shine before men, 
that they, behelding our good works, thay 
glorify eur Father who is in heaven. 


| 





Standard of Rectitude.—A man should 
early fx a standard of rectitude in his own 
mind, should frequently, in private, mea- 
sure his conduct thereby, should note his 
deviations therefrom, and at the same time, 
by his observations on other people, should 
endeavor toimprove this ideal standard, 
on which however, he should admit no al- 
teration, without the most serious convic- 
tion. Sucha man wii! act with confidence; 
his conduct will be marked with foriutude, 
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wile he will uoviate the errors of ostiai- | 
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“ WHAT 15 TRUTH.” 





MONTROSE, MARC HH 6, 1827, 


That we might give Mr. Ballou’s sermon | 
entire in one No. we have been under the | 
necessity of omitting other articles which 
They will | 

We beg | 


have been sometime on file. 
| 
| 
| 
the indulgence of some of our cerrespond- | 


appear as soon as we have room. 


ents, whose communications we have not 
been able to insert on account ef other mat- 


ter. They will appear as soon as conven- | 





lent. | 
sane | 
A number of our periodicals have noti- | 
ced of late the preceedings of the North | 
Carclina reformed Baptist churches with | 
regard tomodern missionary speculations. 
We should give our readers a full account | 
of the proceedings of these Baptist Chur- | 
ches together with their excellent circular 
or “declaration,” but we have not space 
inour:columns. It appears that the mis- 
sionary beggars who like the frogs of E- 
gypt,pengtrate every department of human | 


society, 7and even crawl into the very 


“ kneading troughs” of the people, robbing 





the:poor of their daily bread, have at length | 
worn out the patience of the above men- 
And they have | 


finally rose in the true spirit of reformation 


tioned baptist brethren. 


and fearlessly remonsirated against the 
whole concatenated schemes cf missiona- 
ry spunging. The manifesto or * declara- | 


tion” of the reformed baptists, sounds like 


the following, ** Come out of her, my peo- 
ple, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not ef her plagues.”— 
The effect of these proceedings will in some 


degree be seen by the following accounts. 





The following communication contains 
still later intelligence from North-Caroli- 
na. | 

FROM THE REFORMER. 

Mr. Editor,—A few days since I was in 
company with a member of one ct the Re- 
formed Baptist Churches in the Raleigh 
Association, who was at the meeting of 
the nine Reformed churches, noticed in 
your October numbher.---Mach to the joy 
of those nine churches, there were thirteen 
or fourteen churches who entered the com- 
pact, and are called the Reformed Confer- 
ence. Two more of the churches were 
ready to join them as soon as some little 
difficulties could be settled in these two 
churches. The thirteen churches have a- 
dopted nearly the same articles as are con- 
tained in the Declaration of the nine Re- 
formed Baptist Churches—declaring a non- 
fellowship with all money collecting socic= 
ties and anti-christian associations. 

These churches, I am informed, have 
great peace & concord among themselves, 
and seme of the other party were present 
at their meeting, and wanted to know on 
what terms they could join and be united 
withthem. They were told that thev must 
adopt the articles contained in the Decla- 
ration, no part of which could be given up. 
i can assure you Mr. Editor, that the cause 
of reformation 1s making great progress a- 
mong the people in these parts, and among 
the churches of nearly all sects.—The few 
remaining advocates for modern missiona- 
ry schemes, do not now hesitate even to 
confess that the cause of missions in our 
state cf North-Carolina, is nearly at an end. 
Indeed the money-begging business which 
bas been carried on under pretence of pro- 
moting religion, has fallen into such disre- 
pute, and become so odious to the people, 
that the beggars can hardly expect to 0}>- 
tain enough to pay themselves; and the 
Board of Missions, at their meeting in 1825, 
passed a resolution thas no missiouary beg- 
gar should have more thaa he collected, 
and whatever he collected over his wages 
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should belong to the Board. Hence, as the 
begging busincss has become not only dis- 
graceful but is rendered so very uncertain 
in a pecuniary point of view, we may nat- 
urally conclude that the trade of begging 
for missions, in these parts at least, has 


nearly come toa close. 
A SuBscRIBER. 


Portry. 
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The following was celia ‘the morning allies 





the interment of Geldsborough J. J. J. Saunders 


who was a member of Freedom Lodge in Una- 
dilla, and buried with the bonors of Masunr y— 
‘He was a young man and the eldest son of Capt. 
Elisha Saunders, who fell upon the heights of 
Queenston gallantly fighting the enemies of his 
country on the fatal 13th of October, 1812. 


I heard the hollow tene « if death, 

It pealed along the mountain’s side, 
It rode upon ihe evening breath 

And, hung upon the glassy tide. 


And then, the deep-toned village bell, 
‘Took up the dirge: the solemn tale 
Of death! and who sung the knell, 
Of bursting woe along the vale. 


And who coald save the “ widow’s sen,’ 
A suffering brother, from the grave 

No one: © God! tor see he’s gone, 
Nor art, nor human arm could save. 


We laid him in his deep dug bed ; 

And pour’d for hin, our earnest prayer; 
For he was “ wortiy:’ and we spread 

tis coffin o’er with green sprigs there, 


Cone night, roll on thy ebon shade ; 
Wrap the sai world in deepest gloom ; 

For yonder, in his “grave clothes laid,” 
A craftsman, ina new made tomb. 


And bring thy lonely bird along, 
To wake her sad and plaintive lay, 
We’il hearken to her evening song, 
Beneath the lowly cypress tree. 


And we will plant a “ cassia sprig” 
‘Lhat grows so lovely green aad fair, 

Upon the grave where he was laid, 
And it shall live and flourish there. 


Adieu and peaceful be thy shrine 
The last dread “ level” thou hast tried 
Thou’rt gone beyond the verge of time 
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Tothat Grand Lodge where God presides. 


There wilt thou be ’ti!l we shall come 
To join the grand celestial choir, 

And find with thee a blissful home, 
And sing Masonic anthems there. 





LIBERALITY. 


“ How isit that men, and christian men, 
too, can hear of one another’s sickness, and 
hear of one another’s misfortunes, without 
any emotions of anger, and with all the 
feelings of humanity and pity that christians 
ought to have for one another, a.d that 
they cannot bear a conscientious man to a- 
vow sentiments different from their own, 
withouta resentment like a hot thunderbolk, 
hisses, and wounds, and kills where it falls? 
No; it is not justice—it is not prutence— 
it is not humanitv—it is not benevolence— 
itis not zeal for these dispositions ; it seems 
as if it were the explosion of an intected 
heart, where the milk of human kinduess 
never flowed. Ifsuch emotions can pro- 
ceed from christians, we must suppose what 
we are louth to think, that is, that some 
christians are,in some unhappy moments, 
divested of all the principles of their holy 
religion, and actuated by the dispositions 
of the m ost | gnerant aud crvel of mankind. 

‘“ But,” sav they, ‘though we are not 
injured yet God is dishe mored.’ Ah! 1$ 
God dishonered? Imitate his conduct, 
then. Does he thunder—does he lighten 
does he afflict this poor man? Behold ! his 
sun enlightens his habitation—his rain re- 
freshes his fielas—his peutle breeze fans 
and animates him every day—his revelation 
ever lies open before him—his throne of 
mercy is ever accessible to him—and will 
you, rash christian, will yeu mark him out 
for vengeance? [ repeat it, imitate your 
Heaventy Faruer, and at least, suspend 
vour anger unul that day when the ord 
shall m abe manifest the counsels of men’s 
hearts, and then shall every man have praise 
of God. [Robinson 
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